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District	  Tes.ng	  

How	  Current	  System	  of	  District	  Assessment	  Addresses	  	  
Past	  Tes.ng	  Flaws	  

Baseline	  Curriculum	  
Guide	  Assessment	  

(CGA),	  IOWA,	  DAR,	  I-‐
Ready	  (Math),	  CAST	  

CGA	  1	  

CGA	  2	  

CGA	  3	  

Post	  Test	  CGA,	  
IOWA,	  I-‐Ready	  
(Math),	  CAST	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

Previous	  Assessment	  System	  Concerns	   Current	  Assessment	  System	  SoluCons	  
Same	  assessment	  was	  administered	  four	  .mes	  throughout	  the	  
year	  –	  no	  periodic	  assessment	  of	  instruc.on;	  sink	  or	  swim	  

Each	  CGA	  (1	  –	  3)	  is	  a	  unique	  assessment	  covering	  only	  the	  
informa.on	  taught	  during	  the	  nine	  weeks	  in-‐between	  the	  
assessments	  

No	  clear	  monitoring	  of	  par.cipa.on	  in	  assessments	  or	  analysis	  
of	  data	  

Assessments	  and	  test	  items	  are	  reviewed	  by	  district	  staff	  
(P.A.C.T.)	  as	  well	  as	  teachers	  during	  structured	  common	  
planning	  

Not	  connected	  to	  the	  material	  being	  taught	   WriRen	  alongside	  the	  Curriculum	  Guides	  

All	  paper	  based	  assessments	   Computer	  based	  op.on	  for	  all	  assessments	  in	  grades	  3	  –	  12	  to	  
allow	  for	  prac.ce	  taking	  computer	  based	  assessments	  

Assessments	  developed	  by	  district	  with	  teacher	  input	   Assessments	  were	  en.rely	  teacher-‐wriRen	  and	  reviewed	  

No	  uniform	  skill-‐deficiency	  assessment	   Assess	  student	  skill	  deficiencies	  using	  IOWA,	  DAR,	  and	  I-‐Ready	  
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Assessment	  Challenges	  

•  District	  End	  of	  Course	  (EOC)	  Assessments	  count	  
20%	  of	  the	  secondary	  students’	  final	  grades.	  

•  Volume	  of	  K	  –	  2	  Assessments	  
•  Tes.ng	  Pla]orm	  and	  Data	  Analysis	  So^ware	  
•  Parent	  Access	  to	  Assessment	  Data	  
•  Volume	  of	  Baseline	  Tes.ng	  
•  State	  Statute	  Manda.ng	  a	  Unique	  Growth	  Score	  
for	  Every	  Teacher	  (Increases	  amount	  of	  
assessments)	  

District	  Test	  Administra.on	  
K-‐5	  
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District	  Test	  Administra.on	  
6-‐8	  

District	  Test	  Administra.on	  
9-‐12	  
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What	  are	  district	  tests	  used	  for?	  
•  Student	  Scheduling	  
•  Interven.on	  Plans	  
•  CAST/Teacher	  Evalua.on	  
•  State	  Repor.ng	  
•  Progress	  Monitoring	  

Internal	  Test	  Development	  
•  Tests	  were	  developed	  through	  content	  area	  
teams	  made	  up	  of	  teachers	  instruc.ng	  in	  those	  
grade	  levels	  or	  subjects.	  

•  Teams	  were	  known	  as	  CAWT	  Teams;	  CAWT	  
stands	  for	  Curriculum	  &	  Assessment	  Wri.ng	  
Teams	  

•  Team	  wrote	  Curriculum	  Guides	  (CGs)	  and	  then	  
created	  Curriculum	  Guide	  Assessments	  (CGAs)	  to	  
align	  to	  the	  CGs	  and	  monitor	  student	  progress	  

•  CAWT	  Phase	  I=	  95	  courses;	  375	  assessments	  
•  CAWT	  Phase	  II=	  120	  courses;	  420	  assessments	  
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Sample	  Test	  
Ques.ons:	  
	  
3rd	  grade	  math	  
CGA	  Baseline	  

Sample	  Test	  
Ques.ons:	  
	  
7th	  grade	  
reading	  CGA1	  
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Sample	  Test	  
Ques.ons:	  
	  
Chemistry	  
Honors	  CGA2	  

How	  is	  CGA	  data	  used?	  
•  Progress	  Monitor	  
•  Drive	  District	  Specialists	  work	  while	  in	  schools	  
•  Data	  Reflec.on	  Guides	  populate	  in	  Inform	  and	  
are	  accessible	  by	  teachers,	  administrators,	  
and	  academic	  coaches.	  
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Sample	  Data	  Reflec.on	  Guide	  
Page	  1	  

Data	  Reflec.on	  Guide	  
Department	  Wins	  &	  Areas	  for	  Growth	  
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Data	  Reflec.on	  Guide	  
Item	  Analysis	  Wins	  

Data	  Reflec.on	  Guide	  
Item	  Analysis	  Reflec.on	  
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Data	  Reflec.on	  Guide	  
Instruc.onal	  Implica.ons	  


